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3

“Haseki Hamam” is also known as “Hagia Sophia Hamam” and “Haseki Hurrem Sultan Hamam”.

These Baths are located between Hagia Sophia Museum and Blue Mosque. They were built in the 
16th century by Architect Sinan (Mimar Sinan) under commission from Hurrem Sultan, spouse to 
Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent. These baths were built adjacent to Hagia Sophia, in place of former 
ancient Zeuksippos baths.

Hagia Sophia Haseki Hamam was commissioned to Architect Sinan by Hurrem Haseki Sultan as a 
charitable act. The construction of the baths was completed in the year 1556. This structure that 
possesses the classical architectural style of Turkish Baths is 75 meters long with two separate bath-
ing chambers.

These baths were a novelty where the architecture of Turkish baths was concerned as for the first 
time the chambers for men and women were constructed along the same axis. The heated sections 
of these two chambers are adjacent while the changing rooms are located at two far corners of the 
axis.

The changing rooms, cold and hot chambers for men are followed by the hot, cold chambers and 
changing rooms for women.

The walls of the building were erected by applying a layer of hewn stone and two layers of brick.

There are four arched windows on the façade of the section of the building that houses the changing 
rooms for men. On the other hand, the section with the women’s changing rooms, fashions three 
tapered arched windows.
All the domes are lead covered.
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Different from other Turkish baths, the façade of the structure housing the men’s section has a pillared arcade with a 
dome in the middle. The ceiling of the dome and arcade is brick layered as a decoration. On the arched part of the 
monumental entrance door of the baths, there is a white and red decoration (Palmet) that fashions an inscription written 
in gold lettering on green background.

The changing rooms are square shaped with a dome ceiling. The transition to the dome is achieved by means of 
tromps. The circumference of the dome is surrounded by a leaf design in zigzag pattern. Furthermore, there are tapered 
arched niches on the four walls. This section that displays a rectangular plan, is followed by the cold chamber with 3 
domes and then the hot chamber. To the right of the cold chamber are the washrooms while on the left there is the 
shaving place for men.
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The hot chamber designed in the shape of a cross has 4 private and 4 open alcoves. The private alcoves resemble 
separate rooms displaying their own small domes on the top. In the middle there is a large octagonal messaging plat-
form. It is a known fact that once this section had colourful tile finishing. The dome is supported by the walls of the 
octagonal space. The women’s section has the same layout as the men’s. However, in this section the space reserved 
for the changing rooms is smaller compared to the men’s. The square shaped chamber is again covered by a dome. 
This Hamam, one of the monuments of Istanbul, was closed down for many years and used as a warehouse. It was 
repaired in the years 1957-1958 and went through an extensive renovation starting in 2008. It again became opera-
tional in the year 2011.
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In the illumination of the baths, the old and new lighting tools were combined. Instead of functionality, 
appearance has been emphasized in the ancient type of lighting posts and chandeliers used in the 
baths to preserve the integrity of the structure. In the lighting of the façade LED fixtures have been 
used. Care has been taken to ensure that the LED fixtures used to reduce the operating costs 
are in harmony with the building, to ensure that the historical texture of the baths is not disturbed. 
Main function of the wall washing and spot illumination lighting fixtures that are imbedded in the 
ground is to illuminate the place and as such the fixtures are hidden not to disrupt the image that 
the building displays. The beauty of the brick layering of the building is more evident when it is night 
time. The wall illumination pieces that have been placed on the arcade make the details of the hewn 
stone walls more pronounced. The 36 LED wall illumination consume 50 W energy. To prevent any 
damage to the lead dome of the Baths, the base support of the fixtures are made adjustable. The 
base of the fixtures is mounted by adhesion protecting the Lead Dome against any installations 
involving a drill.
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The brick ceiling details have been illuminated at the hamam Portico. Amber colored light 
was especially selected in the illumination of the brick laid portico due its resemblance to 
the brick color. Same spots with green lights were also used in the illumination of the trees. 
The walls of the hamam were made with clearances in conformity with the architecture of 
the hamam. Lightings, at the points where lancet windows are, were performed with 7-watt 
LED BARS. The windows give the feeling that there is daylight throughout 24 hours when 
looking outside from within. Whereas when looking from the outside at night, although the 
interior is dim it still gives the feeling that it is illuminated. LED BARS are at 4500 Kelvin 
color temperature and 100 cm long. In the changing rooms the dome is illuminated in blue. 
There are lounge chairs available at the changing hall so as guests leaving the hot room 
may rest. When resting on lounge chairs, guests can enjoy the view of leaf friezes and pale 
blue color of the dome. Two floodlights at 45 degrees facing each other were used in the 
illumination of the dome.
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To ensure that those using the relaxation section in the changing hall are not dis-
turbed, the spotlights have been positioned at locations of rails that face outwards. 
Light curve of luminaries used in the hot room of the hamam have an acute angle 
just as is the case with luminaries used in the façade of the structure. This has been 
especially made to create an imposing impression on those walking through and 
outside the structure. Amber colored LEDs were used in the internal wall washings. 
Care was taken to use soft and warm colors to help guests to relax.
Products need to be IP 65 and suitable for use in high temperatures. Entire lighting 
design and products have been conceived by taking into consideration the chal-
lenging conditions of use where high temperatures are encountered such as the 
hamam. In the renovations carried out without inflicting any damage to the historical 
structure, luminaries were custom designed and produced.
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PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS

Employer                      :  Zadeler İnşaat 

Lighting Design       :  EAE Elektronik A.Ş. 

Lighting Firm  :  EAE A.S.

Products Used      :  Walight
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